Conservatlon of dry
grasslands on-the edge of -
‘Mediterranean basin — a big
challenge after Changed
~soclo-economic trends
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Introduction

 Kraski rob - a part of the North Adriatic
karst, the northeastern most branch of
Dinaric montane range.

 The position of the North Adriatic karst
IS on the edge of the Mediterranean basin.

* Primary vegetation - deciduous forest,
from Carpinus orientalis, Quercus
pubescens, Ostrya carpinifolia to beech-
dominated forests
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Methods — the area

* The LIFE-Nature granted project Is covering
the area of about 7000 ha

* |t represent one of the most valuable karst
areas within the North Adriaric karst

* Includes also the “karst edge”, southern
border of the limestone geological bedrock



Methods - mapping

 PHYSIS typology, based on Palearctic
classification (Devilliers & Devilliers, 1997).

e Some types, not present in typology were
added.

e Due to various transitional stages between
abandoned fields, meadows, pastures, scrub and
forest, also “hybrids” (transitional forms or
mosaic) between 2 or even 3 habitat types were

used.
« Data were elaborated in GIS, using Arc.View 3.2.



Results




Aggregate habitat types
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| | Ruderal communities

I | Developed areas
Roads and railways
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Austro-Hungarian military map (1804)
*Aggregate hapitat types_

[ JForest
g Other woodland
Scrubland
[ | Riparian willow-ash-elm vegetation
[ Reed-like hydrophilus beds
Waters
[ | Extensive humid meadows
[ | Extensive dry and semi-dry grassland
[ | Tall herb communities
| |Lowland hay meadows and pastures
[ ]improved grassland
I Field crops, fruit orchards and vineyards
[ | screes and rocks
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L | Developed areas
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Nature conservation value
(O-lowest value, 5-highest value)




- Desertification - In pure Mediterranean regions,
not here!

- Precipitation above 1000 mm/year and
temperature more favorable.

- Quick spontaneous afforestation after
abandonment




Changed socio-economic trends in the area
(abandonment of agriculture due to nearby
big cities with industry and tourism)

Some villages are almost abandoned.
old population or

no Interest nor knowledge about managing
the grasslands.



LIFE — contract with
nearby horse stud
farm Lipica
(Lipizzaners,
founded in 1580)




: Mowmg and tra sporting more than %
- 63 tons of hay from the research area . .

- Planned to be a long-tej‘m agree
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